The problem of the dehydrated patient is a very real one, and dehydration occurs far more commonly than is realized, particularly in tropical and sub-tropical countries.
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The normal daily fluid loss from the body in a temperate climate, through the lungs, skin, urine and faeces, is approximately 4? pints. In hot countries the urine output is lower, but evaporation Jrom the skin is greatly increased and the daily total loss is 6 pints or more. Loss of fluid from the body continues even (Bailey, 1942 (Bailey, 1944) . There is no doubt about its being a life-saving procedure', but it is not without its disadvantages and dangers. It is well known that the circulation has frequently been overloaded, and pulmonary oedema and death have occurred.
Patients have been drowned, as it were, in their own fluids. The infusion fluids have to be very carefully prepared and sterilized, using pyrogen-free water.
Recently, use has been made of the bone marrow for saline infusion (Bailey, 1944) , particularly in children (Gimson, 1944 
